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All wear black for Fdtima's darling1,

Establish houses of mourning and make lament for the King of

Karbala2.

In every corner they prepare a feast and arrange a pleasant assembly;
They carpet court-yard and chamber, they bedeck with inscriptions

arch and alcove;

They spread fair carpets, they set out graceful furnishings;
A host of gluttonous men, all beside themselves and intoxicated with

the cup of greed,
On whom greed has produced such an effect that, like the stamp on

the gold3,
It has set its mark on their foreheads, make enquiry about such

assemblies.                                          ^ *

One of them says, * O comrades, well-approved friends, versed in

affairs,
4 I and Hajji 'Abba's went yesterday to the entertainment of that

green-grocer fellow.

* In that modest entertainment there was nothing but tea and coffee,
4 And we saw no one there except the host and one or two rawza-

kkwdns*.
4 To sit in such an assembly is not meet, for without sugar and tea

it has no charm.
4 God is not pleased with that servant in whose entertainment is

neither sherbet nor sugar.

4 But, by Him who gives men and jinn their daily bread, in such-
and-such a place is an entertainment worthy of kings,
4 A wonderfully pleasant and comfortable entertainment, which, I am

sure, is devoid of hypocrisy.

4 There is white tea and sugar-loaf of Yazd in place of sugar,
4 And crystal gafydns with flexible tubes, at the gargle of which the

heart rejoices.
4The fragrance of their tobacco spreads for miles, and the fire gleams

on their heads like [the star] Canopus,
4 No water will be drunk there, but draughts of lemon, sugar and

snow.

1  I.e. her son the Imdm Husayn. Jigar-g&sha (lit. tc corner of the
liver") is an expression very similar to the Irish cuifle mo Cpoi*6e.

2  Again ^usayn, " the martyr of KarbalaY'

3  I.e. its trace is inefFaceably stamped upon them.

*  The professional reciters or rhapsodists employed on these occa-
sions.